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T HE imposing facade of this South-
West home and its postcard-like 
views are so phenomenal it forces the 
Yallingup coast to take a back seat to 

its innovative design.
Created by Dunsborough design practice 

Dane Design Australia, the property is located 
on a steeply sloping hill less than 150m from 
the beach, with extensive ocean views.

The residence sits on a large and irregular-
shaped 900sq m block and building designer 
Dane Richardson had more than a few obsta-
cles to overcome before tackling this project.

But his efforts saw the home winning the 
overall Design Excellence prize at the Building 
Designers Australia WA Awards 2012.

In describing his design to the judging panel, 
Dane says the fi rst thing he knew he had to do 
was capitalise on the orientation.

“I had a rare opportunity to have the 
building facing north, capture amazing views 
and protect the home from the southwesterly 
winds and afternoon summer sun,” he says.

“The next aspect was to work with the 
horrible triangular boundary alignment. My 
solution was to curve the building plan to 
create a horseshoe-type arrangement facing 
north, protecting the occupants and maxim-
ising the views.”

Dane says the owners also gave him free rein 
with most of the layout, outlining the rooms 
and spaces they thought they needed.

“There was a only a very general discussion 
about the way they expected to use the home,” 
Dane says. 

“I pushed through with many questions, but 

the owner travels most of the year, so it was 
hard to pin down exactly what was required.”

The brief then developed to include a small 
pool, a lot of storage space, a small home offi ce, 
a games room large enough for a pool table 
and a large, open fi replace for ambience.

“I was fortunate that I had known the owner 
for some time so believed I would be able to 
deliver a design that would meet the owner’s 
needs and expectations,” Dane says.

The outcome of this design brief is a multi-
level home with the main entry on the second 
level, where guests are greeted by the games 
room and bar, the main deck overlooking the 
beach, and a barbecue and pool. 

The upper level of the home is reserved for 
the main kitchen, dining room, study and 
the master suite, which has smaller balconies 
that extend from the adjacent living spaces 
and offer views to the coast. 

This left the lowest level to accommodate a 
small living space, secondary bedrooms, bath-
rooms and the garage. 

Dane has cleverly managed to fi lter out all 
the surrounding buildings so that the owners 
get perfect views from the upper levels.

Other special features include the bathtub 
in the master bedroom’s ensuite – which was 
orientated to take in views of the breaking surf 
with some help from 3D modelling via Google 
Earth – and the circular louvres over the upper 
level deck.

The deck is covered by this large, cantilevered 
pergola, allowing the sun to warm the rooms 
on the upper level in winter and shade the 
living areas in summer.

“Another nice touch was to include an 
additional rooftop deck. This is a small, 
exposed area located high on the concrete 
roof deck and an ideal space to enjoy the spec-
tacular views while sipping a glass of wine,” 
Dane says.

Perth building designer Yael Kurlansky, who 
was on this year’s judging panel, says every-
thing was unexpected about the house and 
its obvious points of difference made it a clear 
overall winner.

“It was absolutely overwhelming with the 

way the spaces evolved and unrolled into each 
other – it just seems to work so well,” she says.

“This is individualism. The structure and the 
presence of it all just worked with the site and 
left me a bit speechless at times.

“He captured the views spectacularly and 
it looked like there were two arms around it, 
enclosing the house and creating these spaces 
that were protected.

“There was defi nitely a major point of differ-
ence there.”

Arylene Westlake-Jennings

LUCKY HORSESHOE
Dane Richardson’s curving horseshoe-type design for this multi-level stunner left one of the 
judging panel speechless – no wonder it picked up the top award for design excellence
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Narrow lot.
Skinny price tag.
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9366 0322 all hours
domain-homes.com.au

The Wordsworth $277,940

The Realm - Winner 2011 HIA Awards ‘‘Perth’s Favourite Affordable Home”
The People’s Choice Awards

T
W

O
 S

TOREY D O MAIN
 ·  T

W
O

 S
TOREY DOMAIN

 · 

2 	orey
from

$210,000

The Villa Shiraz
Rockefeller Way, 
Harrisdale
9366 0035

La fa ye t te Ave
Rockefeller Way

The Parkland
51 Exchange Ave,
Harrisdale 9366 0035.
Open by appointment only

The Tribute
38 St Leonard’s Boulevard,
West Swan
9250 1840
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Oakbank Cr

Romsey Glade

Malvern Rd

Filey Pass

The Seaview
New Market Parade,
Butler
9366 0300

Display opening times: 
Monday & Wednesday 2-5pm. Saturday, Sunday & Public Holidays 1-5pm.

GET THE
LOOK

 ✱ Building designer: Dane Design 
Australia, Dunsborough, phone: 9755  3861, 
www.danedesignaustralia.com.au

This home won the Design Excellence Award 
and the New Residential Buildings more 
than 450sq m cateogory at the BDAWA 
Design Awards 2012.
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