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Sitting pretty: WA Opera lead performer Rachelle Durkin checks out the best seat in
Picture: Richard Hatherly
the house (dress circle B20 ) at His Majesty’s Theatre.
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were constantly at each other’s
throats.
‘‘The Government needs to
wake up and listen and get on top
of this issue,’’ he said.
Several top DEC officials told
The Sunday Times this week they
were sick of clashing with their
FESA counterparts.
A top regional manager clai-
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FESA could not even agree on a
common name for the blazes.
Meanwhile, there were doubts
about the chain of command and
the two agencies did not use a
common mapping system.
United Firefighters Union WA
secretary Graeme Geer said lives
and properties were being jeopardised because the two agencies
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incidents. Several government
inquiries over the past few years
have highlighted significant communication difficulties between
the two agencies.
A recent review into the Perth
Hills fires in February that
destroyed 71 homes and the Lake
Clifton fire in January that razed
10 homes, found the DEC and

DEC
 Responsible Minister: Bill Marmion
 Director-general: Keiran McNamara
 The department is responsible for fire
preparedness on 89 million hectares of
unallocated crown land and unmanaged
reserves, about 10 per cent of the state
 Carries out about 1.27 million ha of prescribed
burning every year on this land DEC attends
and monitors about 600 bushfires a year
 About 1900 permanent employees
 More than 3000 volunteers
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FESA
 Responsible Minister: Rob Johnson
 Chief executive officer: Jo Harrison-Ward
 Chief operations manager: Craig Hynes
 FESA comprises the Career Fire and Rescue
Service, Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service,
Bush Fire Service, State Emergency Service
and Volunteer Marine Rescue Services
 1319 full-time staff
 Supports more than 32,000 volunteers
 Responds to more than 25,000 emergency
calls

med that FESA was obsessed
with spin and only interested in
protecting its image.
‘‘If DEC hits a problem then
FESA are the first to make
comment on it and to criticise,’’ he
said. ‘‘But if FESA is controlling a
fire and 70-odd homes disappear,
then they try to spin their way out
of it and convince the community
they did a good job.’’
A senior FESA bushfire manager said his team simply did not
trust the DEC to manage a fire.
‘‘They attack the flanks of a
fire instead of the head,’’ he said.
Emergency Services Minister
Rob Johnson said he formed the
Interagency Bushfire Management Committee in 2010 to
improve
communications
between FESA and the DEC.
Environment Minister Bill
Marmion denied there were problems between FESA and the DEC.

LY
ONL
S
Y
A
D
9
8 !
L 18
ST END JULY
MUS

FOR
F

80

LIVES and properties are at risk
because the state’s two firefighting agencies do not get
along, insiders say.
The friction between the Fire
and Emergency Services Authority and the Department of
Environment and Conservation
has become so bad that the
firefighters’ union is calling on
the WA Government to step in
immediately.
Insiders claim the two agencies are consumed by ‘‘bravado
and competition over whose
badges are shiniest among the
top bosses’’, but the Government
denies any feud.
The DEC is responsible for
bushfires on the land it owns,
such as national parks and state
forests.
However, it is forced to hand
over control of those bushfires to
FESA once they become major
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Firefighters at war
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HARRY Potter star Emma
Watson, above, has revealed she will study at
Oxford University.
The 21-year-old, who
shot to global superstardom in the films based
on J.K. Rowling’s bestselling novels, will enrol in
September to study English literature.
‘‘I am really excited,’’ she
told The Sunday Times. ‘‘I
will be focusing solely on
my studies. I won’t be
doing any other work or
publicity or anything.’’
Watson played Hermione Granger, the best
friend of boy wizard Harry
Potter, in the eight films in
the $6.4 billion franchise.
The final offering in the
saga – Harry Potter and the
Deathly Hallows: Part II –
premiered in London on
Thursday and will open in
Australia on Thursday.
After performing alongside some of Britain’s
most-acclaimed actors, including Helena Bonham
Carter, John Hurt, Ralph
Fiennes, Alan Rickman
and Richard Harris, Watson said she was keen to
perform with Oxford’s
student theatre troupe – ‘‘if
it feels right’’.
She had been studying
at Brown on Rhode Island
but left the renowned
American college in April
this year, amid speculation
that jealous students had
bullied her.
Watson said it was a
case of struggling to balance film pressures and
studies, and Brown advisers
had suggested she rest.
‘‘I haven’t left Brown,
just to make that clear,’’
Watson said. ‘‘You can do
your third year abroad. I
am doing it abroad – at
home.’’
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HOW do you guarantee getting the
best seat in the house – ask the expert.
The Edwardian architecture of His
Majesty’s Theatre is a picture of
gentility on the outside, but those
familiar with the century-old interior
know about the pesky pillars in the
dress circle and stalls.
While seats obstructed by the pillars
have been relegated to the ‘‘not for
sale’’ pile, the best spot at The Maj isn’t
necessarily in the front row, according
to general manager Rodney Phillips.
‘‘The best seat is probably in the
middle of Row B of the dress circle –
seat B20,’’ Mr Phillips said.
‘‘For some lovers of lyrical works,
sitting near the rear of the upper circle
quite a distance from the stage, which
is two levels below, and at a cheaper
ticket price gives the best overall
acoustic for voice and orchestra.’’
Other advice includes to stay away
from the first four or five rows when
watching a musical or dance
performance. Often with these
productions, it becomes overwhelming
to sit so close to the action.
If you’re on a budget, the front row of
the Upper Circle offers a bird’s-eye
view of the performance for a quarter of
the price of premium reserve tickets.
All this week, in an exclusive
PerthNow iPad series, experts reveal
their secrets to getting the best seat in
the house. From 7pm today, look for
the top spot at Rockpool; tomorrow,
Patersons Stadium; Tuesday, the
fashion runway; Wednesday, cinemas;
and Thursday, planes.
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Best seat in the house

Arylene Westlake

